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LI An Account of a remarkable Meteor feen
at Oxford, March 5, 1764. Ina Letter
to the Rev. Thomas Birch, D.D. Se-
cretary to the Royal Society, from the Rev.
John Swinton, B. D. F. R. §. Member
of the Academy degli Apatifti az Florence,
and of the Btrulcan Academy of Cortona
7n Tufcany.

Good Sir,
Read 16>ec- 6, OMING out of Chrift-Church
1754 common-room into the great qua-

drangle, on Monday, March sth, 1764, about 7*
30’ P. M. I obferved, with fome furprize, a general
brightnefs in the air, much fuperior to that of the
full moon; though the heavens were then in fome
meéafure overcaft, and the moon only three days old.
This unufual and very remarkable illuftration of the
atmofphere continued the whole evening, though
nothing farther meriting any particular regard (at leaft
nothing that I either faw or heard of ) for two or three
hours occurred. But throwing up my bedchamber
fafh, a little before eleven o’clock, I unexpettedly
difcovered a moft glorious and exceedingly refplendent
white [TaB. XVIIL] column in the fouthern part of
the hemifphere, which in luftre furpaffed every thing
of the fame kind that I had ever feen before. The
bafe of this column feemed to be between twenty.
and thirty degrees diftant from the horizon, and was
many degrees broad. The meteor afcended gradu-

ally near thirty degrees, pafling to the S. of the
zenith.
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zenith, It was much narrower at the vertex than
the bafe, and confequently approached fomewhat to-
wards a pyramidal form. It remained a few minutes
in a fixed and permanent ftate, after it had arrived
at its greateft altitude, and was completely formed.
About 11* 15" P. M. it grew fainter, and much lefs
vivid ; and there then darted from it towards the W.
feveral whitith rays and corufcations. At 11® 20’ the
lucid column was barely vifible, declining apparently
fouthward, and foon after totally difappeared. I
went to bed at 11" 30’ P. M. when the atmofphere
was covered with the fame kind of luminous
vapour, that before the formation of the bright Co-
loflean pillar had appeared ; and, in the Southern part
of the hemifphere, diverfified by undulations of
fhining matter, that exhibited a moft beautiful and
agreeable {cene.

It may not be improper here to remark, that a
meteor, called an Aurora Borealis, was feen at Lifbon,
according to * one of the public papers, the very fame
night. It is faid to have lafted about four hours, and
to have engaged the attention of the philofophers
there. As from the fimilarity of certain circum-
ftances it might have been denominated an Aurora
Borealis, though appearing in the fouthern part of
the heavens, as that I obferved aGually did ; a more
particular and diftin& account of this phznomenon
might poffibly enable us to determine, with fome de-
gree of probability, whether or no it was the fame
with that by me here fo imperfeGly defcribed.
Could the identity of thefe meteors be clearly evinced,
or indeed rendered probable, feveral curious corolla-
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ries, relative to the altitude, motion, velocity, &c,
and even the very nature itfelf, of that I had fo tranf-
ient a view of, might perhaps be deducible from it.
Intances of Aurore Aufirales, at leaft in our part
of the world, are immenfely rare. At prefent that
obferved by John Martyn, M. D. F.R. S. and Pro-
feflor of Botany in the Univerfity of Cambridge,
only occurs. The account of this very uncommon
appearance, tranfmitted by that ingenious gentleman
to the Royal Society, and publithed by them in the
Philofophical Tranfactions *, highly merits the atten-
tion of the curious meteorologift, This phenome-
non, feen by him, January 23, 1749-50, and that
of which I now fend you fo imperfect a defcription
in feveral refpes pretty well agreed ; but in others,
which it would be fuperfluous even to touch upon
here, almoft totally differed. Some of the < public
papers informed us, that an extraordinary phano-
menon was obferved in the air at London, the pre-
ceding night, viz. March 4, 1764 ; whichin a few
particulars refembled that of which I have taken the
liberty to communicate to you a fhort account in this
letter, but in the reft thofe two meteors were diffi-
milar enough. Perhaps thefe Aurore Aufirales may
fome time or other hereafter be more frequent than
hitherto they have been, and by certain new circum-
ftances attending them farther elucidate the theory of
this fpecies of meteors ; the true caufe of which, not-
withftanding the labours and refearches of feveral

* Philof. Tranfact. Veol. XLVLI. p. 319.
+ The St. JAMES’s Chronicle, &¢, N° 468.
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learned men, feems not yet to be perfectly known,
1 am, with all poffible confideration and efteem,

S IR,
Your much obliged,

and moft obedient fervant,

Chrift-Church, Oxon. ]’ohn Swinton.
Aug. 22, 1764. '

LIV. Extraft of a Letter from Mr. John
Horfley, Fourth Mate on board the Glatton
Eaft-India Ship, to the Rev. Mr. Nevil
Malkelyne, F. R. S. dated Batavia, Nov.
16, 1763, giving an Account of bhis
Olfervations, at Sea, for finding ous the

Longitude by the Moon.
Dear Sir;
Read Dec. 13, OU was fo good as to exprefs a
1764. defire of hearing from me, by

every opportunity, during the time of my voyage; a
requeft that I fhall always comply with, with a great
deal of plealure.

I have the misfortune to inform you of our having
loft our paffage to China, the original occafion of
which was our late departure from England. We

Vor. LIV, Uu arrived



